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Noun 
A noun is a part of speech that is used to name a person, place, thing, quality, or 

action. A noun can function as a subject, object, complement, appositive, or object 

of a preposition. 

Kinds of Noun: 

Noun Type Examples 

Proper Nouns name specific people, 

places, or things. 

Canada, University of California, Tom 

Alice 

 

A common noun is the word used for a 

class of person, place or thing. 

 

Car, Man, Bridge, Town, Water, Metal 

 

Abstract Nouns refer to concepts, 

ideas, emotions, etc. Abstract nouns are 

nouns that you cannot touch, are not 

made of materials, but play an 

important role in life. 

Success, depression ,love ,hate ,anger, 

power, importance, tolerance 

 

Concrete nouns refer to things that 

you can touch, taste, feel, see, etc.. 

House, ocean, bird, photograph, banana, 

eyes, light, sun, dog, suitcase, flowers 

Countable Nouns name nouns that you 

can count. 

Orange, desk, book, car, house 

 

Uncountable Nouns name nouns that 

you can't count. 

Ice, water, rice, snow, rain, water, food, 

music 

Compound Nouns are made up of two  Mother-in-law, Board of members, Court-
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or more words. martial, Forget-me-not 

Collective Nouns  refer to a group or a 

collection of things.  

Herd, pack, swarm, hive, team, group, 

family, band, village 

Pronouns take the place of a noun 

when referring to people places or 

things. 

I, we, you, he, she, it and they, etc 

Singular Nouns name one person, 

place, thing, or idea. 
cat, sock, ship, hero, monkey, baby, match 

Plural Nouns name more than one 

person, place, thing, or idea. 

cats, socks, ships, heroes, monkeys, 

babies, matches 

 

 

 

 

Below are some common errors related to nouns: 

 

NO CAPITAL LETTERS  
 

Common nouns do not start with capital letters (unless they start a sentence or are 

part of a title). It is a common mistake to capitalize a common noun that is an 

important word in a sentence.  

 

 The corporal disobeyed 

a direct Order.   

("order" is a common noun - no capital letter)  

 It is the largest Church in 

Birmingham.   

("church" is a common noun - no capital letter)  

 

ONLY CAPITALIZE THE PRINCIPAL WORDS  
 

When names contain words such as 'the', 'of', 'an' or 'in', these words are not 

usually given capital letters.   

  I must visit the Tower of London.   

("of" is not a principal word - no capital letter)  
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  Have you seen Day of the Jackal?   

("of" and "the" are not principal words - no capital letters)  

 

SINGULAR OR PLURAL?  

 

Writers are sometimes unsure whether to treat a collective noun as singular or 

plural. In fact, a collective noun can be singular or plural depending on the sense of 

the sentence. 

 That team is the worst in the 

league.   

("team" treated as singular) 

 The team are not communicating amongst themselves.   

("team" treated as plural) 

 

When the group is considered as one unit, it is singular. When the individuals of 

the group are considered, it is plural. 

 

FORMING THE PLURAL OF COMPOUND NOUNS  
 

To form the plural of a compound noun, pluralize the principal word in the 

compound. When there is no obvious principal word, add s (or es) to the end of the 

compound.  

 Mothers-in-law  

(pluralize the principal word "mother")  

  Paper-clips  

(pluralize the principal word "clip")  

 Forget-me-nots  

(no principal word, so add s to the end)  

 

Words like 'spoonful', 'plateful' and 'cupful' are exceptions to this rule. They form 

their plurals by adding an s to the end, even though the principal words are spoon, 

plate and cup. 

 


